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Stephen J. Wellum      Jeff Strickland 
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David Schrock (703.582.2718 – text is the best way to reach me) 
dschrock@sbts.edu  
 
Course Information 
Intensive and thorough instruction on Theological Method, Theology Proper, and Revelation. 
Together with Systematic II and III, all the major theological loci will be covered. 3 hours 

 
Course Objectives 
By the end of the course, the faithful student will have: 
 
1. Grown in their fear of God, love for Christ, and passion for the Scriptures by the power of the 

Holy Spirit. (Doxology) 
2. Grasp with greater biblical clarity what a good theological method is and how to use that 

method to understand the doctrines of God, the Trinity, and general and special revelation. 
(Knowledge) 

3. Pursued all theological questions with a method of inquiry that considers all the biblical data 
and rightly develops doctrine across the whole canon of Scripture. (Epistemology) 

4. Acquired greater confidence in the Scriptures for more impassioned ministry in the local 
church. (Ministry) 

5. Improved written and verbal communication to articulate complex theological ideas with 
increasing clarity. (Communication) 
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Course Outcomes 
 
Within the ITS Learning Outcomes, this course contributes to shaping students’ aptitude in 
 
Historical & Systematic Theology 

conversant with the historic theological loci as well as their biblical bases and historical 
developments, and possessing a coherent and cogent Reformed worldview. 

 
Spiritual Transformation  

continually growing in Christ-likeness and bringing forth the fruits of the Spirit, having 
been transformed by the gospel, and living by grace, applying the gospel to all of life. 
   

Teaching Method 
 
This course turns on the conviction that theological students need to acquire a time-tested body 
of divinity from the Reformed Tradition. With that in mind, the course includes ample 
theological reading, three lecture weekends, three colloquiums, and a final exam. The reading is 
meant to give the student a general introduction to doctrines of God, revelation, and theological 
method. The lectures build on this reading and introduce further theological concepts, while 
correcting any errors the students may have about theology. The theological colloquium provides 
a place of discussion as students read through the selected material. The final exam and position 
paper ensure that students have gained the requisite body of divinity taught in class and are able 
to communicate that in a systematic fashion. 
 
Course Readings: 
 
Required: 
 

Calvin, John. The Institutes of the Christian Religion. 2 vol. Ed. John T. McNeill.  
Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox, 1960.* 

 
Frame, John. The Doctrine of God. Phillipsburg, NJ: P & R, 2002.  
 
Gentry, Peter and Stephen Wellum. God’s Kingdom Through God’s Covenants. Wheaton, 

IL: Crossway, 2015.  
 
Horton, Michael. The Christian Faith: A Systematic Theology for Pilgrim’s on the Way. 

Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2011.  
 

Lints, Richard. The Fabric of Theology: A Prolegomenon to Evangelical Theology. Grand 
Rapids, IL, 1993. 

 
Ward, Timothy. Words of Life: Scripture as the Living and Active Word of God. Downers 

Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2009. 
 

* Other editions of Calvin are acceptable. You can also find the Institutes online: ccel.org 



 
 

ITS 601 Systematic Theology I 3 of 7 

 
 
Class Schedule 
 
Weekends   Friday  7 – 10 pm   September 7–8 (Wellum) 
    Saturday 9 – 5 pm  October 12–13 (Schrock) 
          November 2–3 (Wellum) 

Weeknights   Wednesdays 7 – 10 pm  9/26, 10/24  (Strickland) 
         11/14, 12/5 

 

    Topic    Texts 

Weekend 1 10 hours Theological Method  Horton (ch. 1–2); G & W (all) 

Weeknight 1 3 hours      Lints (ch. 5–9)** 
(Sept 26) 

         

Weekend 2 10 hours Doctrine of God  Horton (ch. 6–8); Calvin (ch. 1–9) 

Weeknight 2 3 hours      Frame** 
(Oct 24) 

       

Weekend 3 10 hours Doctrine of Revelation Horton (ch. 3–5); Calvin (ch. 10–18) 

Weeknight 3 3 hours      Ward** 
(Nov 14) 

 

Final Exam 3 hours        
(Dec 5) 

 

** Every student must read chapters 5–9 of Lints, 250 pp. of Frame (student’s choice of 
pages), and all of Ward. Each student will be assigned various chapter(s) or section(s) to 
present at the three weeknight discussions. See more below. 
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Course Assignments 
 
Class Participation (10%) 
 

Class participation is expected and required for passing the class. Barring emergencies, 
students should plan to attend each weekend lecture and weeknight colloquium. In the event 
that you will miss class, please email your professor or tutor as early as possible. See Course 
Policies (below) for more information. 

 
Objectives 1, 2, 3 
 

Reading (30%) – December 12 
 

Students should come to class prepared to discuss the assigned texts. All reading must be 
completed by the final exam.  
 

**  To facilitate comprehension, students will come ready to present a summary of their assigned 
chapter(s) or section. Each student should come ready to ask questions and lead discussion 
on their section. The amount of preparation (i.e., the length of each student’s presentation) 
will depend on the number of students in the class and the direction of the Tutor. 

 
Objectives 1, 2, 3 

 
Position Paper (30%) –  Research Option – Dec 12   

Congregational Option – Oct 3, Oct 31, and Nov 21 
      

Research Option: Students considering further academic training (i.e., PhD Studies) or 
students who want to do in-depth research on a theological subject will write a position 
paper. Consulting at least 15 substantive sources, this 15 page position paper will engage 2–4 
theological positions, consider the merits of each claim, and argue for one position over the 
rest. See below for more information about position papers. 
 
Congregational Option: Students aiming at local church ministry will write three shorter 
papers over the course of the semester. Like the position paper, these papers will answer a 
theological question, but the audience is a local church or student ministry. Therefore, instead 
of pursuing “deep” research on one topic, these three papers will demonstrate exegetical skill 
and selective dependence on resources. They should answer a basic theological question with 
a sound biblical, theological, and pastoral explanation. The typical paper will be 4–5 pages, 
double spaced. 
 
** The default choice for most students will be the congregational option. If you are 
interested in the research option, please contact Dr. Schrock at the beginning of the 
semester. Also, plan to join President Piotrowski at the St. Jerome Library Hour (9.29.2018). 

 
Objectives 4, 5 
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Final Exam (30%) – December 5 
 

Students will be tested on their cumulative knowledge of theological method, the doctrine of 
God, and the doctrine of revelation. The exam will consist of fifty multiple choice, true and 
false questions and two short essays. A study guide with a list of possible short essay 
questions will be provided. 
 

Objectives 2, 3 
 
Grading Scale 
 

Letter   Percent  Points 
A   96–100  4.00 
A-   92–95   3.67 
B+   88–91   3.33 
B   84–87   3.00 
B-   80–83   2.67 
C+   77–79   2.33 
C   74–76   2.00 
C-   71–73   1.67 
D+   69–70   1.33 
D   67–68   1.00 
D-   65–66   0.66 
F   < 65   0.00 
I    Incomplete  0.00 

 
 
Course Policies 
 

Attendance in class is critical for learning the necessary material. Students are, therefore, 
expected to attend every class session. ITS understands, however, that unexpected and 
unavoidable emergencies do occur in the course of study. Two absences (or 6 hours of non-
attendance) will not result in a lower grade. Three or four absences (9–12 hours), however, will 
result in lowering the student’s grade by one letter. Five or more absences (15+ hours) will result 
in an automatic F. 

 
Incompletes can be granted at the professor’s discretion based on the likelihood that the 

student can complete the necessary coursework with no more than one month of extra time, and 
given that the student is currently passing the course at the time of the request. The regular 
attendance policy still applies. Students are, therefore, encouraged to withdraw if more than four 
classes will need to be missed. 

 
Plagiarism and cheating will be grounds for an immediate F in any given course. A 

second occurrence will result in expulsion from the school.
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Appendix 1: Position Paper 
 

Four Parts of a Position Paper: 
 

1) Topic:  In the first page, state precisely the topic or question you propose to discuss or 
answer.  Include a clear thesis statement, expressing what the paper will address. Include 
also a statement of the methodology you will use to accomplish this. Altogether, this 
introduction should be no longer than one page. 

 
2) Positions on the Issue:  Summarize some of the leading positions (not fewer than two, not 

more than four) taken on the issue (4–6 pp.). This will require research into the issue, 
particularly focusing on various positions taken on a particular issue. You may exclude 
here the position that you will argue, so that you include here only positions other than 
your own that you wish to summarize and describe as carefully as you can. 

 
3) Support for Your Position: State and give support for the position you favor (4–6 pp.).  

Describe the position you favor on the issue as carefully and precisely as you can. Give 
support for your position, using the strongest biblical support that applies, and referring 
also to relevant research that defends your position. 

 
4) Objections to Your Position:  In the final 2–4 pages, explain why the position you favor, 

along with its argumentation as you’ve explained it, is able to address two of the 
strongest objections that might be raised against it. In other words, recognize two 
objections to your position, and answer each objection with biblical and theological 
evidence. 
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Suggested Topics: 
 

Theological Method 

 

1) What is the proper approach to doing theology? List 2–4 models and argue for the best 
approach to formulating doctrine. 

2) Compare and contrast redemptive-historical, trajectory (William Webb), and timeless 
principle hermeneutics for developing doctrine. What are the strengths and weaknesses to 
each? Choose one and defend. 

3) What are the proper sources for theology? Compare and contrast various Catholic, 
Wesleyan Quadrilateral, T.I.S., Reformed approaches to theology. 

4) Compare and contrast Dispensationalism, Covenant Theology, and Progressive 
Covenantalism. What are the strengths/weaknesses of each, and defend the way you “put 
the Bible together.” 

 

Doctrine of Revelation and Scripture 

 
1) Does general revelation provide, by itself, salvific truth?  
2) Does God still reveal Himself through the avenues of dreams and visions? 
3) How can the doctrine of biblical inerrancy be upheld in light of some given 

phenomenological problem?   
4) What is the value and use of affirming biblical inspiration of only the original documents 

of Scripture, which documents are not known to be extant? 
5) Is illumination necessary for an unbeliever and a believer to understand revealed truth? 
6) Why do evangelicals think that the 66 books of the Bible comprise all of God’s 

authoritative revelation for the church age? 
 
Doctrine of God 
 

1) Has evolutionary theory demonstrated that the so-called proofs for God’s existence are 
misguided? 

2) Can one rightly do natural theology? 
3) Is the Christian doctrine of the Trinity coherent, logical, and demanded by Scripture? 
4) If God is timelessly eternal and absolutely immutable, how can He relate to us, His 

creatures, who live in a medium of space, time, and flux? 
5) If God is all-good, all-powerful and all-wise, why is there evil in the world He created? 
6) How can God be sovereign over everything and human beings have moral freedom for 

which they are responsible? 
 


